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     The Designated Pastor Nominating 
Committee listened attentively to Craig 
Williams as he told us that “I am ready    
to let God lead me somewhere new.”   

      He articulated the ministry to which  
he felt God was calling him, one that 
practices hospitality and desires to be 
joyful in worship while discerning God's 
calling for the church. We heard his 
personal goals to collaborate with others 
and to prayerfully and actively wait on the 
Spirit of God, for “change is God’s work.”  
With unanimity, we have called Craig to 
join our church family and enable a future 
that shines brightly with God’s promises. 

 

 

Craig’s Family Life  

 

The Williams family (l-r):  
Lindsay, Dee, Chelsea, and Craig 

at Chelsea’s Princeton graduation ceremony. 

 

 
 

   Craig was born and raised in Orange   
County, California, with the family’s current 
residence in San Clemente. 

   Craig’s wife, Dee Williams, is a project       
manager for Clinipace, a clinical research     
organization.  She earned a bachelor’s       
degree at the University of Minnesota and a 
master’s of theology at Fuller Seminary.   

The couple has two daughters: Lindsay, a 
sixth-grade teacher in the Irvine Unified 
School District; and Chelsea, a PhD student 
at Princeton Seminary. 

Craig is “a preacher, a writer, a teacher, a 
speaker, a musician, and more.  I am a      
capable guitarist, and music is a significant 
part of my spiritual life.” 

 

 

 

Affirming Craig’s Call 

 

   “Craig is a pastor's pastor. He is caring,      
insightful, passionate about the gospel and    
creatively innovative. His depth of faith and 
breadth of experience is only exceeded by his 
warmth and humor.  Emmanuel is blessed.”   

~Dr. Tod Bolsinger                                                                       
Vice President, Vocation and Formation                               

Fuller Theological Seminary      

 

   “Craig Williams has been my colleague in  
pastoral ministry for over 40 years.  I have 
watched his ministry on our church staff, within 
Los Ranchos Presbytery, and in the PCUSA.      
I trust Craig. He will lift up Jesus Christ and   
build the spiritual and missional integrity of   
your church.”  

 
 ~Dr. Jerry Tankersley, Pastor 
Laguna Presbyterian Church 

Laguna Beach 

 
 
    "Craig continues to demonstrate what it 
means to lead with grace and integrity.  As I 
have watched him lead in the ups and downs   
of life I always catch a better glimpse of what it 
means to be a faithful follower of Jesus. Any 
who come in contact with him will receive an  
ongoing gift of being welcomed deeper into    
the Kingdom of God." 

 
~Pastor Nick Warnes 

Northland Village Church     
Atwater Village 



 
 

In Craig’s Words. . . 
 

 
   Along with Dee, I am looking 
forward to this new adventure—
coming alongside Emmanuel 
Presbyterian Church in order to  
serve Christ and his mission. 
 
   As I consider my faith journey, 
rather than a timeline, I recognize  
that God has always been active  
and working in and around me in  
the circumstances of my life.   
 
   Whether in my baptism as an infant, 
coming to faith in high school, or 
being given a surrogate family in the 
church while, at the same time, my 
biological family was falling apart—to 
introducing my potential wife to me in 
my first class at Fuller, starting a new 
congregation from scratch, or 
comforting me and my sister Paula as 
our sister Sandra passed:  God is the 
consistent actor in my life.   
 
   After a courtship that took place in a 
car (we commuted to Pasadena for 
three years – gotcha!), Dee and I 
were married in December 1980.  We 
share faith and family and lots of 
laughter.  The girls were born over 
the next 5+ years.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

More about Craig. . . 
 

Education 
 

Doctor of Ministry, 2003, Columbia Theological 

Seminary; emphasis on new church development                                                                                                                        

       “My dissertation explores how preaching affects the 
development of missional character and practices     
in a new church development.  The church I would 
like to serve is interested in fostering that missional 

character.” 

Thompson Scholar in Evangelism, Columbia, 1998 

Master of Divinity, 1981, Fuller Theological Seminary 

Bachelor of Arts, religious studies, 1977, California   

State University, Fullerton 

Continuing education leadership and training in U.S., 
and international mission partnerships in Romania, Kenya, 
Malawi, India, Brazil, Scotland,  England, and Mexico 

Ministry and Leadership  

Presbyterian Mission Agency, PCUSA                    
(2010 – 2014); West Coast resource development for the 
1001 New Worshipping Communities initiative 

Presbytery of the Cascades, director, new church 

development (April 2008 – March 2010) 

Trabuco Presbyterian Church, Trabuco Canyon, CA, 
organizing pastor and head of staff                               
(Oct. 1988 – Nov. 2007) 

Laguna Presbyterian Church, Laguna Beach, CA, 
assistant/associate pastor (Oct. 1981 – Sept. 1988); 
minister to youth and families; transitioned to 
congregational ministries  

Laguna Presbyterian Church, director of student 

ministries (June 1976 – Sept. 1981) 

Member and former moderator, Los Ranchos 

Presbytery, Orange County, CA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
   Dee works in clinical research, Lindsay  
is a sixth-grade teacher in Irvine, and      
Chelsea is a PhD student at Princeton 
Seminary.  My life is shaped by these  
three remarkable women. God uses them 
to   support, defend, teach, correct, and 
amuse me—all the time. 
 
   I’ve never known a time when God hasn’t 
been “with me.”  I’ve learned to share him 
through music, on street corners and    
stages, in pulpits and vacant lots, in acts of 
service and in being served by the least of 
these.   
 
   A few years ago my sabbatical allowed 
me to explore my roots.  I chose to explore 
my familial roots – Clan Sinclair; my       
musical roots – fingerstyle guitar with my 
Grammy-winning friend; and my theological 
roots – the writings of C.S. Lewis.  I joyfully 
discovered that I’ve been living into my 
clan’s motto: Commit Thy Work to God.  
 
   Emmanuel is giving me a gift—the     
continual experience of God's providence 
in my life.  Dee and I are truly excited for 
this new adventure as we learn together 
with you to 'commit our work to God' in  
new and remarkable ways. 


